
CITY OF OVID         Approved 11-14-2022 
REGULAR MEETING  
OCTOBER 10, 2022           
 
Mayor Lasher opened the regular meeting at 7:00 pm and led the pledge of allegiance.  
  
ROLL CALL: Mr. Ordiway. Mr. Williams, Mr. Lasher, Mr. Brown, Mr. Starn, and Ms. Perrien.  
ABSENT: Ms. Hibbard 
EX OFFICIOS:  Rich Simpson—DPW Superintendent, Lisa Rousseau—Chief of Police. Liza Kusnier—
Treasurer, and Patti Kieffer—Deputy Clerk. 
VISITORS: Deb Price, Val Vail-Shirey, Lyle Perrien, and Doug Scott 
  
AGENDA:  Mayor Lasher asked to add an item under new business for the approval for the temporary 
request to use the City streets on Saturday, October 16, 2022.  A motion was made by Mr. Williams, 
supported by Ms. Perrien to approve the agenda as changed. 
  MOTION CARRIED 
MINUTES:  A motion was made by Ms. Perrien, second by Mr. Brown to accept the minutes of 
September 12 regular meeting and September 19, 2022 special meeting as corrected. 
    MOTION CARRIED  
CHECK REGISTRY:  A motion was made by Mr. Brown, second by Mr. Williams to accept the check 
register for the period of September 14th through October 7, 2022 as presented.  
    MOTION CARRIED 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Val Vail-Shirey thanked the council for letting her speak.  She introduced herself 
and stated that she is running for County Commissioner as District 1.  Ms. Vail-Shirey is a resident of this 
district, and she’s a resident of Victor Township.  She was born and raised in Victor Township.  Most of 
her adult life she lived just across the line in Bath Township, but she has recently moved back to the 
family farm that she was born and raised on to care for her elderly parents. 
 
TREASURER:  Mrs. Kusnier addressed budget amendments.  She was originally told by the City Clerk that 
the finance committee was going to meet before council meeting and approve the budget amendments, 
and then present them at the meeting.  However, finance committee didn’t meet.  Ms. Kusnier asked if 
council could skip that step and approve the budget amendments.  A motion was made by Mr. Starn, 
supported by Ms. Perrien to approve the budget amendments as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
POLICE:  Chief Rousseau addressed the council with her report.  She stated that there has been a lot of 
staff changes, and she’s accepted the resignations of Lindstrom and Mahar.  There are currently 3 part-
time officers on the roster.  One officer working approximately 4 days per month, one officer working 5 
days per week, and the other officer working 2 shifts since May.  Chief Rousseau’s concern is the 
minimal hours of the part-time officers.  She states it’s hard for an officer to stay sharp, and it’s very 
hard to get the officers in training while they work very few days.  Chief Rousseau asked the council for 
guidance as to what is acceptable for part-time officers to work.  She states 2, 3, or 4 days per month is 
appropriate for part-time workers.  Mr. Williams agreed with the Chief, and he stated that part-time 
should work one shift per week.  Chief Rousseau will be working on a policy for this.  The new patrol car 
arrived today, and she’s very pleased with it.  There was discussion on what to do with the old patrol 
car.  Clinton County is hosting ALERRT training for officers within the county.  This is the new federal 
training program for police officer responses to school shootings.  We have one officer going in 
November, and one is going in December.  Less Lethal training is scheduled with DeWitt Police 
Department, so the department can have training on their less lethal shotguns.  The department will be 



joining training consortium LEORTC in Fenton, Michigan.  Chief Rousseau is hoping to get in to the new 
chief school put on by the MACP.  That school is October 24-28.  Officer Allen has been attending FTO 
school.  She will learn how to properly train a new hire, and that will come in handy with Officer Mason. 
Leonard Elementary had a disturbing person, so Chief Rousseau decided to have a critical incident 
debriefing at OPD.  Invited were Clinton County Sheriff’s Office, Shiawassee County Sheriff’s Office, Elsie 
Police Department, Clinton County Central Dispatch, and Leonard Elementary principal and social 
worker.  They discussed the incident from beginning to end, what went well, what didn’t go so well, and 
what could be improved on.  Chief discussed the police having their own Facebook page.  October 16 is 
the meet and greet and car show.  Chief Rousseau questioned the Halloween party—who is in charge of 
the party?  Discussion was held.  The Police Chief has been in charge of the Halloween Party in previous 
years.  Mayor Lasher stated that the Halloween Party has been a function of the Ovid Police Department 
supported by the City of Ovid in the past.  Ms. Perrien asked Chief Rousseau if the Halloween Party 
would be something that she would like to take on as the department, and Chief Rousseau said yes.  
Chief Rousseau stated that the bay has a lot of potential and would like to see the bay used as a training 
area, youth center, and have the Halloween Party in the bay.  Discussion was held, and Mr. Williams 
suggested to keep the party at the VFW hall this year and work on plans for that next year. 
 
DPW:  Mr. Simpson asked the council if there were any questions.  He stated that there has been a lot of 
destruction to the bathrooms.  The women’s toilet at Gumaer Park had been jumped on and ripped 
from the wall.  The bathroom doors have been spray painted “666” down at the ball field.  Charcoal was 
taken out of the grills and threw against the building leaving black dots on the building.  Mr. Simpson 
talked to Officer Watson regarding these incidences to see if they can find out who is doing such things. 
Mr. Simpson cannot get in to the camera system since our previous Chief, Ron Gwizdala, has left.  Chief 
Rousseau has reached out to Ron Gwizdala, and she has found out that each camera has instructions 
near them, which tells things to do to get access.  Chief Rousseau hasn’t had the chance to get to them 
yet.  The side-by-side is in use.  It’s working out well.  It’s been used for reading water meters, and the 
part-time employees take it to weed whip.  They still have one mower down.  We got a bid from 
Williams Asphalt for $3,870.00 from the 3 water main breaks; one in front of the VFW and 2 on West 
Frist Street.  They need to get repaired before winter.  Mr. Simpson stated that a contractor was 
supposed to be at the meeting to address a resident wanting to tie in to the sewer on West High Street 
through the force main on West High Street.  Discussion was held regarding this situation. 
A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, supported by Mr. Williams to accept the Treasurer, Police & 
DPW reports as presented. 
   MOTION CARRIED 
NEW BUSINESS: 

A. Discussion was held regarding the request from Mr. Thornton for payment on the $2,312.00 
performance bond.  A motion was made by Mr. Ordiway, supported by Mr. Williams to deny 
the request for payment of the performance bond to Mr. Thornton. 

MOTION CARRIED 
B. Doug Scott from Rowe Engineering presented the Wastewater Lagoon Improvement Estimates 

State Revolving Fund (SRF).  Discussion was held regarding the sewer grant.  A motion was by 
Mr. Brown, supported by Ms. Perrien to approve Rowe Engineering to write a letter of intent 
to apply for the sewer grant for Mayor Lasher to sign. 
               MOTION CARRIED 

C. Approval for the use of City streets for the car show on Sunday, October 16, 2022.  A motion by 
Mr. Brown, supported by Mr. Williams to approve the use of the city streets for the car show 
on October 16, 2022. 

MOTION CARRIED 



OLD BUSINESS: 
A. Mayor Lasher spoke regarding an ordinance the City of Ovid has with the Carriage Towne Place.  

After the first of the year, Carriage Town Place is in the process of getting a new loan from 
MSHDA to pay employees that they have now and to provide renovation of the units.  Our 
ordinance says that they pay (PILOT) payment in lieu of taxes, instead of paying property taxes 
for 30 years or until the loan is paid off.  Discussion followed. No action was taken. 

B. Mayor Lasher discussed the DWSRF Grant.  No action taken. 
COMMITTEES: 

A. POLICE—Halloween hours and party at VFW.  Discussion was held.  A motion was made by Ms. 
Perrien, supported by Mr. Starn to set trick-or-treating hours from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. on 
October 31, 2022 with a Halloween Party following at the VFW hall. 

MOTION CARRIED 
B. FINANCE—Discussion regarding setting up a meeting to go over the RFP for the renewal for 

garbage contract.  No action taken. 
C. PARK & REC—Ms. Perrien stated that the painting is going to start tomorrow (10-11-22) on the 

Municipal Building.   
D. CARRIAGE DAYS—Carriage Days Committee met.  Mr. Starn stated that they are right about 

where they started last year.  The carnival gave some money back.  They’re having a comedy 
fundraiser on Saturday, October 15, 2022.  Tickets are $25 and doors open at 7:30 p.m. at the 
VFW. 

E. CEMETERY—Discussion was held regarding the 48-hour notice that is in our rules and regulations 
for our cemetery.  Discussion was held.  No action was taken. 

BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS: 
A. OMESA—Mr. Williams stated that Greg Palen resigned as the treasurer.  Nancy Hughson is now 

the new treasurer. 
B. Park & Rec—Discussion was held regarding dissolving the park & rec fund.  No action taken. 
C. Planning Commission—Mr. Starn stated that the Planning Commission met and everything is in 

the council packet. 
D. Library Board—Mr. Brown stated that they had their meeting.  Nancy Hughson stepped down, 

and Pat Hibbard is the replacement.   A new concrete pad has been put down at the library. 
E. CAASA—Mr. Brown stated that they weren’t having a meeting in November. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  Mayor Lasher closed the meeting at 8:50 p.m. 
 
Patti Kieffer, Deputy Clerk 
City of Ovid 
 


